
DISCLOSURE DIVISION

WAIVER REQUEST DATE 7 2 2021

ANSWER

RECONSIDERATION REQUEST DOCKET

UNTIMELY

Ashley Wimberley Direct
Disclosure Divisi

FILER INFORMATION

Name James Russell Fatic

Address 1009 Oakland Drive Pearl River LA 70452

Office Position St Tammany Community Action Agency
of Disclosures Amendments Filed with Agency 4

Years Covered 2017 2020

Final Report No

REPORT INFORMATION

Name of Report Tier 2 1 Annual Personal Financial Disclosure covering calendar year 2018
Report ID PFD21003025

Original Due Date 5 15 2019

NOD Received 11 29 2019

NOD Signed by James Jim Fatic
PFD Answer Due Date based on NOD 12 10 2019

PFD Answer Filed 4 12 2021

LATE FEE INFORMATION

Amount of Late Fee 1500

Days late from receipt of NOD 489

Total days late from initial due date 698

Late Fee Order Received 3 8 2021

Payment Waiver Request Due Date 3 29 2021

Waiver Request Received 4 14 2021

g

COMMENTS

Mr Fatic he claims he mailed his disclosure in timely However he does not have any proof as he did not mail the PFD with
delivery tracking He leads a long term recovery organization and is busy with recovery efforts due to regional disasters after
hurricanes and tornados in Florida Mississippi and Alabama He s had a reduction in staff and his bookkeeper expectantly
passed away on 9 28 2019 He was the employee left in the office and had to manage a team ofvolunteers and a mission s
team all working offsite while trying to replace a bookkeeper He was struggling to manage He said his waiver is late because
he is a husband a father of 4 ages 4 21 and the primary support of his elderly parents in Central Florida His mother suffers
from Pulmonary Fibrosis Alzheimer s Disease and had emergency heart surgery on 2 16 2020 His 87 year old father is her
primary caregiver and is struggling to take care of her He has made 4 trips to Florida since February to assist his parents He
is a full time executive director of the Northshore Disaster Recovery and since the Covid 19 Pandemic it s been especially hard
for this small local nonprofit to function with an increased workload He s a student at the Asbury Theological Seminary
working on his Master Degree and school assignments require travel so from 2 28 2021 to 3 6 2021 he was out of town He
is a candidate to be a clergy with the LA Conference of United Methodist Church and is the president if the Rotary Club in
Slidell When the NOD he was selected as the Civic Leader of the 2019 by the Greater New Orleans Alliance of Good
Government Mr Fatic stated he did not willing avoid filing the PFD he was merely distracted with all these other duties He
asks the Ethics Board to please waive the fine as he simply cannot afford it as he is paying his own seminary tuition paying
college tuition for 2 of his kids and paying pre K tuition all on a non profit salary

HER LATE FEE INFORMATION

closure Statements

Other Outstanding Statements No
Other Outstanding Late Fees No
Prior Late Fees No

Reassessed Late Fees No

Finance

Outstanding Late Fees No
Prior Late Fees No
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James R Fatic

Executive Director

Northshore Disaster Recovery Inc
360 Robert Boulevard

Slidell Louisiana 70455
985 960 7406 Cell

JimEpworthProlect com

April 12 2021

Louisiana Board of Ethics
617 North Third Street

LaSalle Building Suite 1 36
Baton Rouge LA 70802

1

Subject Request for Waiving or Reduction of Late Fee

Dear Members of the Louisiana Board of Ethics

I have been a voting member of the board for the St Tammany Per so Community Action Agency since
January 2018 and as such have been requested to provide financial discos sre information I recently
received notice that I have been assessed a late fee for failure to submit a Personal Financial Disclosure
PFD form for calendar year 2018 Additionally with tha late fee assessment notice I was given 20

days from the receipt date of the notice to request a waiver due by March 29 202 Therefore this
waiver request is considered untimely With this letter i am requesting that you consider reducing
or waiving the 1 500 late fee for these two allegations 1 l late filing and 2 untimely waiver
request

1 LATE FILING SUBMISSION

I did complete and mail my PFD form for 2013 in early 2013 but have no proof Ido not
remember the exact date and it was sent standard mall I aid diolsend it via certified mail do
not have any way to track it and do not have an eyewitness do however have a vivid

recollection of frantically trying to track down the PFD from 2C17 and copying the bulk of the
information onto the 2018 form

However I did nor do adequate follow up with the Board when I received a prompt to
re submit the PFD in November 2019 The reasons that iid not do so are as follows

I lead the long term recovery organisation to the Norchahparr parishes After Hurricane

Harvey September 2017 drew much of the available disaster funning and many of the
voluntee s away from Louisiana and toward Houston I ha r rlo ansize staffing for my
volunteer based organization We continued to support regiora disaster recovery Hurricane
Michael in Florida northern Alabama ternadoes tropical Start Imelda Mississippi River
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flooding etc but we were down to a staff Of two the y v cat dadtatme bookkeeper Cynthia

Cynthia hadl been recently diagnosed with carr r and was odaass a t et treatments when she
suddenly and unexpectedly at least did r ct the t it so qui k rs d 3V a on September 28
2019 l was left as a staff of one trying to manage a stream oi iciu nteur ur leers as well as
mission teams going out predominantly toward she Florida coast and feverishly trying to
replace our bookkeeper was strugg mg to seep my head above water anti working to do all
that l could with the mental resources that btu Good Lord bestowed upon ne I obviously did
not do enough to make sure that this filing took place

Therefore do believe that I am culpable for not following through aid assuring the proper
filing of my PFD

2 UNTIMELY WAIVER REQUCET

Please cunsidet these facts as you graciously contemplate his waiver rad aid
a Not only am l a husband and father of four ranging m age from 4 to 211 but l am also

the primary support for my elderly parents in central Fin kat My mother had
emergency heart surgery February 16 Additionally she o ss ongoing Alzheimer s
Disease and Pulmonary Fibrosis My 82 year old fathe her tlrirr ery tiaregiver onsite

as she has been recovering over the last two months ria s rtt uggiing so I have been
making frequent trips to the Orlando to help with 4aun t Eng from meals and grocery
shopping to changing light bulbs and plunging tc pet ions Febrmsar r 16 to the present
I have made four trips to help that have entailed a 22 days sway from home

b I am employed full time as the executive director of 3 onostuar a Disaster Recovery We
do business as Th a Epwortd Project bostir g tao r iter f o around the world At
least dtrring regular years we would have volunteers tt e the last year plus I have
been diligently seeking grants donanans and other fu m x to cove both overhead
expenses and to allow us to continue to help o rfu ity th otiati contracted work in
lieu of volunteers C6 ID has been a C razle g o fid ba s c o ccially for a small
local nonprofit t the same time our waiting list of c i r fay lies in need has grown to
more than 600

c I am a graduate seminary student at Asbury Theological Seminary working on a master s
In divinity MiDe4 degree This classwork is both r Minn and in person which requires
add t o al travel to be a pari of the classroom setting rorn February 28 through March
6 i was on the road or in class

d I am a c ergy candidate with the ouisiana Conference of the t rPited Methodist Church
As such I am expected to participate in special classes and tic v sies as well as to
piovine additionar liturgical support for my church ext c o rn yell Week March
28 through April 4 I am hopeful that my first o irre r oi c Int ant to a clergy pos tion
will occur within the next two to three weeks

e i am the president of the Rotary Club of Slidell OA iii incols s de nd a service
organisation it s lso a social org 4s 5 io And utt otti da5 t has been

dramatically impacted by the Corohavirus pander i la red incremental

effort to keen the club active and functional
f in addit on to these there are other hoards chin t f cs

N

t s that l am a part of



g Ironically around the same time that the original filing was nue I was selected as the
Civ c header of the Year for 2019 by the Greater New Orleans Alliance for Good
Government

have dedicated my lite to trying to improve the wood around me This filing is for a volunteer board
that I do not have to participate in hut I do because I care

1 have not in any way willfully ignored or avoided the filing I was merely distrecTe by rev other duties
1 promise you all 1 am doing to best that I can to be the best person that I car i all the ways that I can

I made a mistake in not following through with my 2018 filing I should have

I also have been distracted over the last two months with trying to add par nit en ring to my list of
chores Again I have never intended to evade avoid or ignore I have filen have enough working
neurons to effectively sustain the workload that I have taken on Please have cannassion
understanding and len ercy

In conclusion I humbly ask that y tea consider at least a reduction in the fee if rot a Tull waiving of the
fee My only income is from my nonprofit employment There is a reason that thee call it a Gorr profitl
Additionally I arra paying for my seminary tuition pi toweling support tc my two collage aged kids and
paying tuition for my ore kinderga ten son Frankly I sir wly cannct afford the feni assume that the
intent of the fee is to encourage participation in the reucirtirie process not to discourage participation in
public boards i am relatively new to this process I receked no tryiniire or set of e rnectations and am
just now coming to understand the requirements 1 have not been laze before and will not be late again

Thank you for your consideration and understanding If You need character references referrals or any
other or further information please do rot hesitate tr contact me

Respectfully submitted

r
I

James R Jim i atic

985 960 7406

lira epworth rrolect com



DISCLOSUREPOTENTIALN LI INTEREST
L S a ck 4 t E n Ki r i

I serve as the Executive Director for Northshore Disaster Recovery Pic i rLouisiana

nonprofit corporation that acts as the official FEMA r r ognized Load term Recover Organization
LIRO for St lammani Parish Ac iii onalla NORA is facilitating organization for t e Ep ort

Protect a volunteer management effort that helps a aa homeowners in need of held w th home reairs
and maintenance especially in tree wake of nate al disasters Sine its ac tin fn lowing Fiurr cane
Katona the Epworth Project has rec ui c and to tad 53 000 volun e s Tr t a 50 stales and 4i
countries around the world to assist more than 3 300 homeowners wi h uir e t needs
As such my emolmiine organization freouently soiicirs grants from furmiii rg nB aatwor t oicaiiy
Unrted Way Americanrican Red Cress Cathoilc Charities UCICCt and debar gflEaL r ir althropies to provide
materials to rebuild homes for those impacted by dita ter arra o r r ove tf as well as
dealing with other pers a ai vulnerabilities elderly e l alp r g v ts etc

Although I do not anti iherre the CAA Advisory Board to ben tier far

tGr pvnrsi e Brent money
directly to NoRI for disaster reccvrv or the converse a f TORI r r f nrra the CAA for disaster
related funding I want to be fully ransoa ent an five in x x rr f s ic igi v that n y
vocational positio o rkteats

if the Advisory Board were ever put inta the positio to decide reglnients of grant monies and my
organization were to he a m tsiBAe recipient I would tr rt ir nation in us sr 1S s we a
cas jrig a vole

R ectfully

James S Am

Execut sw reef y

Nortnsh t Nsaster Racy e The Sfr o h p o Ha ct
a wolh rrc je t ori



DISCLOSURE OF POTENTIAL CT OF INTEREST

I serve as the xe jtitm Director for Northshoret rDisaster Recovecy Inc Y NOW 1 ummm n 501 c

nonprofit corp ration that acts as the official FEMA recognized tong term Recover Organization
LTRO for St Tamalem Parish Additionally NODI is the faciPtating organization fir the Epworth

Project a vol mteer management effort that helps area homeowners in need of help th home repass

and maintenance ese aciahiy in the wake of nature disasters Shue its inception foliowingl drricne
Katrina the pworth Project h s 1 eci t3 te are nostec crq than t

0 vai i tears frog al 50 s t a s
and 43 countries around the world to assistneedy 3 400 homeowners ttn unmet reeds

As such my employing oTanization f e tu ntly solicits grants from turhtling organizations t ypicaV
United Way Amenc n Red Cross Catholic Charities UNAICOR arc atr n r lona philanthropies to prot ide
materials o r uu in shomei for those tmpagted ht disaster and tr t in iong terrn povert s toed as

dealing wic i other persona vulnerabilities elderly teti ts disabled s 13st e parer IS s w

Although i do not antici ate the CAA Adispry Board to be in the co r ao to p ovirte grant money
directly to ltl for disaster C loysry or the converse of NOR solicitinc halo from the CAA for d6 est
relaat furd uy i wart to u hilly r ft ns aP nt and yetc e in rt s v

ts
os possibility that M

vocational posr C oieseurs

Y
If the tivi5pry Reef ware ever i o t into the n sition to decide r i arts Of s ar t monies and my
organization were zea be a tic ssible ret ioient I would an tain f a t cipath o g rnsrusa orrs as well as

Res ctfL ly subri
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lames R i 1 roil

E erutrv s C treC ii

Nurt srmre Disaster rtecoveiy Inc k The a ub 9rrth nro att
la m pworth3 c i
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DISCLOSURE OF POTENTIAL CON ICT OF INTEREST

serve as the xecutiv Directorr for korthshrare Disasterr Reccetier f ins 9 Ri aLouisiana SCI c

nonprofit corporation thdr acts as the Oficial FEMA r cogniz d Lcr g term Beeps soy Organization
13R01 fort Ta nye oafish addttionaily NDRI s h f glitating oatroh ri the Epworth

Project a volurreer rrapeae ant ef crt that helps area r c eot nerr iced cf a with hn i
and maintenance especially toe wa4e of natttral aisast rs Since its iir iowing Hurricane
Katrina the Errworth Protect aa re At ritr c ard igsff l ra t i I r s ail C states anti
43 counties around toe world o assist 3 400 hon c ors with nt ff

As such my employing o ga tization frequently solicits goiras from orKg trganizations typically
United Way American Red Cross Catholic Charities JVICOR a got anthropies to pret i e
materia s ro redui d c as for those 9r i acted yy ri gs ier and ii ria t ng t t hoverty as well as
deal rig with other personal u r r biLties elderly etecans a single tea tts ta

Although do not anti i 3ate the CAA AdvisorySr t oar to l E ir t l u r i 34 r 1 1e grans money
directly to NOR for disaster itercwary

or the hoovers of i o a from ti e CAA for die Tri
reiate ft nd t want to he psil ira sp t not ar a ki t i cs g 3 c t ssih ai r 3t o

vocational position tri errs

If the Advisory Board gvere ev er p ff ntrs the posh to decide isffis of r an i

tar anizat i n were to be a DoiStle redo i w Bail tyr xn fro ra art c to discussions as wiri
casting a vete

Respectfully 5u r

arses R Jim a i

biriputive airec

fiortdshoise Disaster Recoverylery nc y I ovrciett h P ff



Ashley Wimberley

From jim@epworthproject com
Sent Wednesday April 14 2021 2 23 PM
To Ashley Wimberley
Subject Late Fee Waiver Request Jim Fatic
Attachments WaiverRequest JimFatic pdf

EXTERNAL EMAIL Please do not click on links or attachments unless you know the content is safe

Hi Ashley

Attached is my request for consideration to reduce or waive the late fee for my personal financial disclosure in 2018

Again I would like to thank you so much for walking me through the process and helping me to get my filings up to
date Like I said I wish that I the STP CAA provided some sort of training for its new board members because I feel like I
was just tossed into the deep end I greatly appreciate your helpful and cheerful disposition It has been a pleasure
working with you on this That being said I hope to never have to go through it again

Blessings

Jim

Jim Fatic

Executive Director

Northshore Disaster Recovery Inc The Epworth Project

www EpworthProject com

985 781 7990 Office

Epworth Project
Rebuilding hope through homes
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